PESICE

AwAZ

Awareness of Women
and her Advocacy with Zeal

Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal - AWAZ

PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT

SUBMITTED BY:

PEACE BY YOUTH - PY
FUNDED BY USAID SMALL GRANTS & AMBASSADORS FUND PROGRAM - SGAFP




Table of Contents

Acknowledgements

Executive Summary
Introduction
Duration of the Project

Goals & Obijective of the Project

Project Location

Project Accomplishment
Financial Statistics
Project Beneficiaries

Capacity Building of PY

List of similar projects in Jacobabad

Annexure

Success Story | - Mai Allah Wasai
Success Story 2 - Reshma
Project Inception Media Coverage

Project Closing Media Coverage

Project Closing Media Coverage

O 00 N o8 o0 o0 o0 U1 N

- o

12
13
14
I5
6




Acknowledgements

We would like to thank the major stakeholders for WAZ project who remained very much
cooperative and supportive throughout the project duration. The District Bar Association (DBA)
Jacobabad has played vital role in the project implementation during course of the project. The
coordination in practicing the procedures for legal information made our success happen at
district civil & session court Jacobabad.

The other stakeholders including civil society, media, women organizations, district social welfare
department, religious leaders including Muslim, Hindus & especially Christian religious leaders
supported us to implement Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal - AWAZ project
in Jacobabad.

We would like to thank honorable District & Session Judge, Jacobabad for providing a supportive
environment and facilities to establish Legal Information Centers (LICs) at both courts and to
complete AWAZ project.

We would like to express our deepest appreciation to Mr. Nisar Ahmed, Executive Director,
Peace by Youth (PY), who has the attitude and substance of a genius. He continually carried a
spirit of journey and enthusiasm, which greatly inspired the team to work on this project loyally.
The team is also thankful to Mr. Ahmed Nawaz Khan Pechuho (Ex-president DBA Jacobabad), Mr.
Zahid Hussain Buriro, President District Bar Association, Jacobabad and Mr. Zafar Khalil Ahmed
Jakhrani, General Secretary, DBA Jacobabad, without their time guidance and valuable
contribution, it would have been difficult to achieve project goal & objective.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Saeed Ashraf Siddiqui, Chief of Party (Small
Grants and Ambassador’s Fund Program), NRSP and SGAFP central team from Islamabad for their
timely support and Mr. Waseem Ahmed Shaikh, & Mr. Kirshan Kumar of Sindh team for their
timely feedback and visits to the project team.

AWAZ Project Team




Executive Summary

The Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal - AWAZ project is Ol year long
intervention of Peace by Youth (PY) for women issues related project, funded by USAID
Small Grants and Ambassador's Fund Program started from November |5, 2014 to
October 31, 2015 with objective of establishing Legal Information Centers (LIC) at District
Civil and Session Courts of district Jacobabad for providing free legal aid and advice to

every court visiting women,

With a Human Development Index (HDI) of
0.523 as compared to the provincial average of
0.628, Jacobabad is one of Sindh’s lesser
developed districts, where poverty,
non-availability of health & educational facilities,
and lack of livelihood opportunities are at a high
level. Another indicator of the district’s dismal
state of affairs is the status of women residing
thereat.

By and large women in the district not only
possess little awareness about their legal rights
and entitlements but are also deprived of the
most fundamental entitlements. Disallowed
education, deprived opportunities of seeking
quality health care, denied inheritance, forbidden
to take critical decisions about their life, and
subjected to abuse and violence in one form or
the other, women of the area are treated as
second rate citizens.

Cognizant of the fact that any improvement in
women’s status will begin with first ensuring that
their rights are acknowledged, respected and
secured, PY implemented Awareness of VWomen
and her Advocacy with Zeal — AWAZ project, a
I I months long intervention in district Jacobabad
with support of Small Grants and Ambassador’s
Fund Program (SGAFP) with providing free legal
advice and guidance to vulnerable women of
district Jacobabad, and initiated a shift in the
perception and behavior of the masses towards
women rights through AWAZ Awareness and
Publicity campaign.

Establishment of Legal Information Centers (LICs)
in court buildings was a tough task and immense
efforts were put in to establish the LICs in both
courts. The elections of District Bar Association
(DBA) caused limitations in achieving the required
target of establishing Legal Information Centers
(LICs) at court premises. Therefore it took
almost 5 months to allow the centers in court
buildings, so the LICs have started their work
from May 2015.

Soon after establishing Legal Information Centers
(LICs) at end of May, 2015, women started visiting
us and take guidance for their legal matters. Our
highly trained and well qualified team of advocates
started to provide their services at court time.
247 women visited both LICs and took the legal
guidance. There are a number of success stories
which show the immense efforts of project team
to facilitate every visiting women.




Introduction

With a Human Development Index (HDI) of 0.523 as compared to the provincial average
of 0.628, Jacobabad is one of Sindh's lesser developed districts, where poverty,
non-availability of health & educational facilities, and lack of livelihood opportunities are at
a high level. Another indicator of the district’'s dismal state of affairs is the status of women

residing thereat.

By and large women in the district not only possess little awareness about their legal rights
and entitlements but are also deprived of the most fundamental entitlements. Disallowed
education, deprived opportunities of seeking quality health care, denied inheritance,
forbidden to take critical decisions about their life, and subjected to abuse and violence in
one form or the other, women of the area are treated as second rate citizens.

Duration of the project

The duration of AWAZ project was || months
and 15 days started from November 15, 2014 to
October 31,2015

Objective of the project

The objective of the AWAZ project was ensuring
that women’s rights are recognized and secured
by:

[l Establishing Legal Information Centres
(LICs), one each in Civil & Session Court of
the district, for provision of free legal
guidance to women; and

I Carrying out an Awareness & Publicity
Campaign focusing on women rights.

Project Location

The AWAZ project has been implemented in the
district Jacobabad. Legal Information Center (LIC)
been established in District Civil & Session Courts
of Jacobabad district.

District Jacobabad

Supreme Court
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Project Accomplishments

Peace by Youth (PY) has achieved the following results by engaging 08 team members for
implementing Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal - AWAZ project;

B Establishment of (2) two Legal Information
Centers (LIC) each one in Civil & Session
court premises of district Jacobabad.

B LICs set up in a room especially allocated by
concerned courts and manned with 02
female lawyers, providing following services
free of cost to all visiting women;

* Legal information;
* Case related guidance; and
* Referencing to relevant lawyers

B PY launched an Awareness and Publicity
campaign during the cours of the project

B The campaign comprprised one hour long
Talk Shows & 30-seconds long Public Service
Messages aired on HOT FM 98 Jacobabad for
three months.

B The talk shows & public service messages
primarily focused on the following topics;

* Domestic Violence;

* Dissolution of Marriage;
* Muslim Family Law;

* Guardian and Ward Act;
* Law of Inheritance;

* Transfer & Property Act;
* Honor Killing;

* MentallPhysical Torture;
* Sexual Harassment; and
* Criminal Law.

B PY engaged the local women activists,
religious, political, and social leaders from
local community of district Jacobabad during
the Awareness & Publicity campaign by
inviting them for talk shows. PY also engaged
women lawyers &District Bar Association
(DBA) Jacobabad lawyers for advocacy and
awareness campaign.

Project Beneficiaries

‘Total # of beneficiaries at LICs: H 247 ‘
Estimated listeners of radio campaign: 30,000* |

*According to the radio talk shows airing spots

Stakeholders

PY continiously engaged related stakeholders
during its Stakeholders meetings for sharing the
project results and accomplishments.

Awareness & Publicity Campaign

B Peace by Youth (PY) has successfuly launched
and completed radio campaign to bring the
issues about women in Jacobabad into light. So
a common man could enhance his/her
knowledgebase about the women rights, legal
expertise and related guidance. As a result of
our radio campaign, we anticipate improved
knowledgebase and maximum participation of
people. In relation to the campaign the radio
programs has been broadcasted from HotFM
98 Jacobabad station with the name of
“Muhinjo Haq, Muhinjo Awaz (My Right,
My Voice”. The afore-mentioned radio
program goes on air, every Monday at 4:05 p.m.
(within  campaign period) whereas the
anchorpersons and guests highlight and
describe the various thematic areas of the
AWAZ Project, women rights & issues, case
related guidance & referencing of women to
relevant lawyers & organizations.
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Financial Statistics

The financial statements of the Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal -
AWAZ project are as following;

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

4,581,000 2,984,960 3,366,122 1,214,878
0
M Total Approved M Funds Reimbersed  ® Funds Expended Variance




Project Beneficiaries

The beneficiaries of Awareness of Women and her Advocacy with Zeal - AWAZ project
are as following;

Nature of Cases

28
26

20
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Beneficiaries by %age = Protection
M Murder
B Maintenance
Rape
W Harasment
H Trafficking Of Women
M Dissolution of Marriage
B Battering
B Application for FIR (22 A)
M Kidnapping / Abduction
m PPC 353
W 491-Cr PC
H Minor Child Custody
W Incest
Assault
Property issue
B CNIC/NADRA Issue
B Court Marriage
B 324 (Attempt of Murder)
B PPC 491
W Out rage modesty of women

B Compromise

M Bail Before




PKF FIRIAINITIS,

Hiring of Chartered Accountant firm

The FRAN.T.S. & Co. Chartered Accountant firm was hired to build the capacity of Peace
by Youth (PY)

B Due to the organizational capacity of PY, the Chartered Accountant firm was hired to build the
capacity of PY in form of administrative, financial, procurement and human resource structure,
systems, policies & procedures in line with accepted best practices.

B The firm reported PY’s financial management system as procedures to minimize the time elapsing
between the receipt of funds by the organization and their subsequent disbursement.

B The firm performed quality control tests to ensure that sufficient competent evidence is obtained
through inspection, observation, inquiries, and confirmations to afford a reasonable basis for
findings/observations/recommendations of policies/procedures and pertinent internal controls as
per grant agreement.

Team PY during 3rd visit of Chartered Accountant firm on dated

During 2nd visit of Chartered Accountant firm




The list of similar projects by other organizations

Following organizations are currently working or have completed the following projects in
district Jacobabad related to women issues and women rights.

1 ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR VULNERABLE POPULATION OF PAKISTAN

Marvi Rural Development
Organization - MRDO

Provision of Legal Aid, Legal
Awareness, Psycho-social
support and counseling,
Referral system, and Parale-
gal clinics at U/C level.

Project Activities

Contact Details

Name: Gul Hassan Buledi
Desig: Center Coordinator
Email: info@marvi.org.pk

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT OF THE POOR - LEP

Organization

Project Activities

Contact Details

Marvi Rural Development
Organization - MRDO

Established Legal Aid Desk at
Civil Court, Paralegal clinics
for fundamental human
rights, women rights and
legal empowerment

Name: Khursheed Ahmed
Desig: District Coordinator
Email: info@marvi.org.pk

3 WOMEN LEGAL CENTER

Organization

Shaheed Benazir Bhutto
Women Crises Center

Legal and Medical Aid to
vulnerable women

Project Activities

Contact Details

Name: Khalida Soomro
Desig: Incharge
Contact: 0722 652058

4 HUMAN RIGHTS FUND - 1lI

Organization

Community Development
Foundation - CDF

Advocacy, Legal Aid to
minority, Referral and Free
Helpline

Project Activities

Contact Details

Name: Nasrullah Naich
Desig: Project Manager
Contact: 0722 650841

5 ADVOCACY FOR ALLOCATION AND REHABILITATION OF WOMEN FRIENDLY SPACES

Organization

Sensitization of District Bar
Association members, District
Court Administration and
Chamber of commerce and
Capacity Building training
workshops for DBA members
and Chamber of Commerce

Pirbhaat Women'’s Develop-
ment Society

Project Activities

Contact Details

Name: G.M. Soomro
Desig: Project Officer
Email: pirbhat@yahoo.com

—
—



Success Stories

Success Story - |

Back to home with Pride, Honor and Peace.

“You have showed me the way, if | would not have found your services abruptly, today |
would not have alive here before, this all are the efforts of LIC staff to guide me and
motivated my parents and family members to reach on a peaceful settlement.”

Background of Beneficiary & Issues;

A young girl (24 years) Allah Wasai residence of
village Mirpur Buriro abducted by a man from her
house and reached at session court to get
marriage but spontaneously man fad away when
they reached near court man fled away and girl
felt insecure herself and reached at legal
information center and informed all story from
abducting her house and cheating from her lover
one she also told that if she will back her home
then her parents would give her the title of Kari
and she will be get sentence of murder,

It was a serious issue the life of a young innocent
girl, the decision of her family was totally would
affect her life.

Actions taken by LIC:

When Allah Wasai felt insecure herself at the
lawn of session court she was alone there, she
was told by the staff of court to stay at LIC and
necessary guide line, then abruptly she came to
LIC and told all her story then the present staff at
LIC. And besought to save her life from her family
and relatives.

Then the present staff of LIC asked necessary
questions and took information and presented
her before the magistrate for statement and
security, magistrate ordered to police to take her
in its custody, later on Allah Wasai was given to
the custody of ladies police and she was sent to
Darul-aman Larkana.

After two days the parents of Allah Wasai
reached at LIC and asked to resolve their issue
peacefully, then the LIC staff gave the application
to police to resolve the issue. Police brought the
girl back from Darul-Aman Larkana, and again she
was presented before magistrate along with her
parents and relatives, the magistrate asked the
willing of girl to live with?

Girl showed her willingness to go with their
parents if they would give the surety of her life,
the LIC staff counselling her parents no to hurt
her girl and forgave for her act to abduct from her
house, the parents were mobilized not to hurt
her daughter if she would come with them, then
the LIC staff took efforts to motivate and satisfied
the police and magistrate to take an statement of
girl’s parents then magistrate asked her parents to
give the security to her daughter, the parents
agreed, thus the magistrate ordered to release
the girl and she went with her parents peacefully
to her home.

Actions changed life of Allah Wasai

The action of LIC made the easy to take decision
and provided the safety and security to the
beneficiary thus, the life of an innocent girl saved
and she went peacefully with her parents and a
family secured itself from a crime. It effected
directly on the life of two lives.

The action motivated community as
whole

The LIC staff took efforts to save the life of an
innocent girl and motivated the community no to
hurt the girl, thus the family and parents of girl
motivated and agreed not to murder her girl and
a mean custom of karo kari was rejected and
peacefully settled the dispute/ issue.
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Start a new life without tension.

Success Story - 2

the LIC staff has given such a way and guidance to live and start a new life, it's a gift for me
to go with my husband to forget my all previous hard life.”

Background of Beneficiary & Issues;

Mrs. Reshma from Bagri community was got
married in her early age, and thus her rainy days
started she suffered very hard ships in her early
life and sicked off form her life, her husband has
died when only her marriage has passed two years
and according to bagri community’s traditions she
was ignored from all rights she was only
performed her role as servant at the same home,
and always she was get sentenced to make the
responsible of the death of her husband.

Reshma left her home and got married with a
muslim young Liaquat Hussain Residence of
Quetta Balochistan, and started a new life with a
new family and changed her religion with her
willingness without any pressure or black mailing.

The relatives of Reshma teased and developed
pressure on her to back her in bagri community at
same home, Reshma along with her husband
reached at Session Court Jacobabad, the staff of
court guided and suggested for LIC for further
legal assistance and guidance to make secure from
her community.

Actions taken by LIC:

The beneficiary reached at LIC and then the
present staff at LIC got necessary information and
asked some questions according to legal
requirements, and took action to forward the
case to the, “ Human Rights batch chapter
Jacobabad, for further legal support and aid.”

Actions changed life of Allah Wasai

The Human rights groups registered the case and
presented the beneficiary before session judge for
statement, the court took the decision that, Mrs.
Reshma the new name Shahida will be
independent in her decision whether she will go
with husband or parents,

Mrs. Shahida gave her statement to go with her
husband and she had no any pressure or any kind
of repent, then the honorable court ordered to
go with her husband Mr. Liaquat Hussain, thus the
issue was resolved peacefully.

The action motivated community as
whole

The community was motivated for the

independent decision of a girl and peaceful
settlement with the efforts of LIC.
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